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may even be a duty to be just to ourselves. But
this is because we have unduly extended the mean-
ing we attach to the term " ourselves/' and what we
are really called on for is to be just as between those
depending on us on the one hand and a stranger on
the other.

And yet there is a higher sense in which we may
regard it as not merely permissible but even a duty
to be fair to ourselves as well as to our neighbour in
such a transaction. If we regard our property as in
a certain sense not our own, looking on ourselves as
stewards having the management of it, and bound
to use it in a manner not merely just according to
human laws, not merely reputable according to the
notions of society, but so as to turn it to useful
account towards our fellow-creatures, it becomes our
duty not to disregard our own interest in such a
transaction as I have been supposing. In fact the
present case differs from that last considered merely
in this, that whereas in the former case the excess of
what A might require from B as a fair value over
what B if he had his own way might like to give, if
indeed he liked to give anything, is designated to a
purpose known beforehand, and which I will assume
to be good, in the latter case the purpose to which it
is likely to be applied is at present unknown, and is
merely assumed by A to be good because it is his
intention that it shall be.